
1 
 
 



2 
 

 

  

This page is inten�onally le� blank. 



3 
 

 

This report provides an overview of the reportable infec�ons occurring within Union 
County, Ohio. Nearly 90 diseases are reportable to the local and state health 
departments per Ohio Administra�ve Code 3701-3 (see Page 3 for a complete list of 
these illnesses). Using the Ohio Disease Repor�ng System (ODRS) and REDCap, health 
departments monitor the health of the community, inves�gate how individuals 
became ill, provide educa�on to those ill, and assist medical providers in the 
treatment and management of these contagious diseases.  

In 2025, Union 
County saw a 
45% decrease in 
communicable 
disease cases 
from 2024 (805 
and 1,463 cases, 
respec�vely). 
Cases ranged in 
age from 1 day 
to 98 years old 
with an average 
age of 45.2 
years and a median age of 44 years.  Overall, 56.3% of cases were female and 43.7% 
were male. The most frequently reported illnesses were COVID-19 (463 cases), 
chlamydia (99 cases), influenza-associated hospitaliza�ons (93 cases), gonorrhea (21 
cases), campylobacteriosis (18 cases), Hepa��s C (18 cases), and salmonella (18 
cases).  

Figure 1. shows the number of disease cases occurring annually over the past five 
years. Table 1. on Page 4 lists the diseases reported in the community in 2025 and the 
number of cases for each of these illnesses. Addi�onally, the figure on Page 5 
categorizes those illnesses by type. The remainder of this document provides 
epidemiological informa�on, brief demographic informa�on, and disease trends for 
each of the top illnesses reported over the past five years.  

  

Communicable Disease Summary 

Figure 1. Reportable Disease Cases Con�nue Falling in Union County 
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1. Case counts include confirmed, probable, and suspect disease classifications
2. COVID-19 case counts include confirmed and probable disease classifications
3. Case counts do not include cases among those incarcerated

Annual Communicable Disease Totals in Union County, 
2021-2025

Case Counts
5-Year Baseline Average
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Table 1. Communicable Disease Cases1 Reported in Union County,2 2025 
 Number of Cases Case Rate3 

Class B Reportable Diseases 
Babesiosis 1 1 
C. auris 2 3 
Campylobacteriosis 18 26 
Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) 1 1 
Chlamydia 99 142 
Coccidioidomycosis 1 1 
COVID-194, 5 463 665 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 1 1 
Cryptosporidiosis 5 7 
Cyclosporiasis 1 1 
E. coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing 2 3 
Giardiasis 4 6 
Gonorrhea 21 30 
Haemophilus influenzae (invasive disease) 1 1 
Hepa��s A 2 3 
Hepa��s B (including delta) 12 17 
Hepa��s C 18 26 
Influenza-Associated Hospitaliza�on 93 134 
Lyme Disease 5 7 
Meningi�s - asep�c/viral 3 4 
Meningi�s - bacterial (Not N. meningi�dis) 1 1 
Mpox 1 1 
Pertussis 14 20 
Respiratory Syncy�al Virus (RSV) Hospitaliza�on6 5 7 
Salmonellosis 18 26 
Streptococcal Disease - Group A -invasive 1 1 
Streptococcus pneumoniae - invasive 2 3 
Syphilis 5 7 
Typhus Fever 1 1 
Varicella 3 4 
West Nile Virus Disease 1 1 
Grand Total 805 1,156 
1Case counts include confirmed, probable and suspected disease classifications 
2Cases do not include those incarcerated within Union County 
3Case rates per 100,000 people 
4COVID-19 cases only include confirmed and probable disease classifications 
5As of 9/30/2025, individual COVID-19 cases are not reportable. As of 10/1/2025, only COVID-19 hospitalizations are 
reportable. Since 10/1/2025, 12 COVID hospitalizations were reported. 
6RSV hospitalizations became reportable as of 10/1/2025 

Diseases Reported in 2025 
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Types of Diseases Reported 

Sexually Transmited Infec�ons 

Sexually transmited infec�ons include chlamydia, gonorrhea, 
and syphilis 

125 

COVID-19 

COVID-19 includes all reported cases and hospitaliza�ons. As of 
9/30/2025, individual COVID-19 cases are not reportable. As of 
10/1/2025, only COVID-19 hospitaliza�ons are reportable. 

463 

Bloodborne Infec�ons 

Bloodborne pathogens include Hepatitis C 

18 

Vectorborne Disease 

Vectorborne diseases include babesiosis, Lyme disease, typhus 
fever, and West Nile virus disease 

8 

Other Diseases 

Other illnesses include C. auris, coccidioidomycosis, Creutzfeldt-
Jakob Disease, viral meningi�s, bacterial meningi�s, mpox, and 
Streptococcal disease 

10 

Vaccine Preventable Diseases 

Vaccine preventable illnesses include Haemophilus influenzae, 
Hepa��s A, Hepa��s B, influenza-associated hospitaliza�ons, 
pertussis, RSV hospitaliza�ons, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and 
varicella. 

132 

Enteric Diseases 

Enteric illnesses include campylobacteriosis, CPO, 
cryptosporidiosis, cyclosporiasis, E. coli, giardia, and salmonella 

49 
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Cause: SARS-CoV-2 virus 

 
Spread: Person-to-person 

 
Incuba�on Period: 1-14 days 

 

Preven�on: Avoid those ill 
with COVID-19, social 
distance, wear a cloth 
facemask that covers the 
mouth and nose, wash 
hands, disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces, and 
vaccina�on 

COVID-19 

463 
Cases 

41.0% 59.0% 

COVID-19 Affects Residents of all Ages 

1 month 
Minimum Age 

98 years 
Maximum Age 51 years 

Median Age 

48.1 years 
Average Age 

COVID-19 Cases Con�nue Falling in Union County 
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Case Counts
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COVID-19 Case Repor�ng Changed in October 
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Cause: Chlamydia 
trachomatis  

 
Spread: Sexually  

 
Incuba�on Period: 7-21 days 

 

Preven�on: Abs�nence, 
appropriate condom use, 
and iden�fica�on and 
treatment of sexual contacts 
of those with chlamydia 

Chlamydia 

99 
Cases 

41.4% 58.6% 

Chlamydia Cases Occurred Mainly in Early to Mid-20 Year Olds 

14 years 
Minimum Age 

49 years 
Maximum Age 

22 years 
Median Age 

24.2 years 
Average Age 

Chlamydia Cases Have Fluctuated Over the Past 5 Years 
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Case Counts

5-Year Baseline

Cases Peaked in February, May, and August 

6

14

5

9
11

7
9

11
9

6
5

7

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

N
um

be
r o

f C
as

es



9 
 

  

 
Cause:  Influenza A or B 
virus 

 
Spread: Person-to-person 

 
Incuba�on Period: 1-4 days 

 

Preven�on: Annual 
vaccina�on, social 
distancing, and proper 
cough and sneeze e�quete   

Influenza-Associated Hospitaliza�ons 

93 
Cases 

43.0% 57.0% 

Cases Mainly Occurred in Those Older than 65 Years Old 

70 years 
Median Age 

1 year 
Minimum Age 

98 years 
Maximum Age 

67.2 years 
Average Age 

Flu Hospitaliza�ons Rose Significantly in 2025 
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Most Flu Cases Occur in the Winter Months 
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Cause: Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae   

 
Spread: Sexually 

 
Incuba�on Period: 3-8 days 

 

Preven�on: Abs�nence, 
appropriate condom use, 
and iden�fica�on and 
treatment of sexual contacts 
of those with gonorrhea 

Gonorrhea 

21 
Cases 

52.4% 47.6% 

Cases Occurred Mainly in Mid to Late-20 Year Olds 

16 years 
Minimum Age 

56 years 
Maximum Age 

26 years 
Median Age 

29.5 years 
Average Age 

Gonorrhea Cases Have Remained Stable Since 2022 
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Case Counts
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Cases Peaked in April and August 
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Cause:  Campylobacter 
organisms   

 

Spread:  Fecal-oral route 
through contaminated food 
or water. Also, direct 
contact with infected 
animals 

 
Incuba�on Period: 1-10 days 

 

Preven�on:  Thoroughly 
cook food, avoid 
unpasteurized milk, and 
thoroughly wash hands. 

Campylobacteriosis 

18 
Cases 

50.0% 50.0% 

Most Cases Occurred in Those Older than 40 Years Old 

2 years 
Minimum Age 

79 years 
Maximum Age 52 years 

Median Age 

45 years 
Average Age 

Campy Cases Have Normalized from 2024 
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Most Cases were in Spring to Summer Months 

0 0

2

1

0

2 2

4

1 1

4

1

0

1

2

3

4

5

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

N
um

be
r o

f C
as

es



12 
 

  

 
Cause:  Hepa��s C virus    

 
Spread: Bloodborne 

 

Incuba�on Period: 2 weeks 
– 6 months 

 

Preven�on: Avoid HCV 
infected blood, unregulated 
tatoos and piercings, 
having sex with a person 
with HCV, and sharing 
needles and other drug 
equipment   

Hepa��s C 

18 
Cases 

72.2% 27.8% 

Most Cases were Seen in Those Older than 30 Years Old 

13 years 
Minimum Age 

77 years 
Maximum Age 37 years 

Median Age 

40.7 years 
Average Age 

January Saw the Most Hepa��s C Cases 

Hepa��s C Cases Have Remained Stable Since 2023 
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Cause: Salmonella enterica      

 
Spread: Fecal-oral route 

 

Incuba�on Period: 6-72 
hours 

 

Preven�on:  Thoroughly 
cook meats and eggs, avoid 
cross-contamina�ng food 
with raw meat juices, and 
wash hands a�er contact 
with animals and before 
preparing foods     

Salmonella 

18 
Cases 

50.0% 50.0% 

About 30% of Cases were in Children 

9 months 
Minimum Age 

86 years 
Maximum Age 

42.4 years 
Median Age 

49 years 
Average Age 

Cases Have Been Increasing Since 2021 
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Cases Occurred in Spring to Summer Months 
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Prepared by the Union County Health Department’s epidemiologist. 

All data was queried from the Ohio Disease Reporting System’s 

Data Extract and REDCap on February 6, 2026. 

 

Mary E. Salimbene Merriman, MPH, CIC Josh Moore, MPH 
Epidemiologist Epidemiologist 

Union County Health Department Union County Health Department 
940 London Avenue, Suite 1100 940 London Avenue, Suite 1100 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 Marysville, Ohio 43040 
937-642-2053 937-642-2053 

Contact Informa�on 


