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This report provides an overview of the reportable diseases occurring within Union County, Ohio. In Ohio, 
nearly 90 diseases are reportable to public health officials per Ohio Administrative Code 3701-3 (please see 
Page 4 for a complete list of these illnesses). These diseases are broken down into classes based on their 
severity and potential for epidemic spread. Each class of disease has a different timeframe in which they are 
required to be reported to the local health department.  Class A diseases must be reported by telephone 
within one hour while Class B and C diseases are required to be reported by the end of the next business day.  
Class B diseases are reported by fax or direct entry into the Ohio Disease Reporting System (ODRS) and Class C 
diseases are primarily reported by telephone.  Using ODRS, health departments monitor the health of the 
community, investigate how individuals became ill, provide education to those ill, and assist medical providers 
in the treatment and management of these contagious diseases.  

In 2022, Union County saw a 2.5% increase in communicable disease cases from 2021 (7,375 and 7,560 cases, 
respectively). Overall, 54.5% of cases were female and 45.5% were male. Cases ranged in age from 1 week to 
101 years old with an average age of 36.1 years and a median age of 34 years. The most frequently reported 
illnesses were COVID-19 (7,324 cases), chlamydia (98 cases), Hepatitis C (32 cases), gonorrhea (20 cases), and 
influenza-associated hospitalizations (18 cases). Figure 1. shows the number of disease cases occurring 
annually over the past five years. Table 1. on Page 5 lists the diseases reported in the community in 2022 and 
the number of cases for each of these illnesses. Additionally, Figure 3. on Page 6 categorizes those illnesses by 
type. The remainder of this document provides epidemiological information as well as brief demographic 
information on the cases and disease trends for each of the top five illnesses reported over the past five years.  
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Ohio’s Reportable Diseases1, 2 

1COVID-19 was added as a Class A disease in 2021. 
2Mpox formerly known as monkeypox is reported as a Class A disease under “Any unexpected pattern of cases…” 
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Table 1. Communicable Disease Cases1 Reported in Union County, 2022 
 Number of Cases2 Case Rate3 

Class A Reportable Diseases 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)4 7,324 11,273 
Measles 1 2 
Mpox (Monkeypox) 1 2 

Class B Reportable Diseases 
Campylobacteriosis 12 18 
Chlamydia  98 151 
Coccidioidomycosis 1 2 
Carbapenemase-Producing Carbapenem-Resistant 
Enterobacteriaceae (CP-CRE) 4 6 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 1 2 
Cryptosporidiosis 1 2 
E. coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing 4 6 
Giardiasis 3 5 
Gonorrhea 20 31 
Haemophilus influenzae (invasive disease) 3 5 
Hepatitis A 1 2 
Hepatitis B (including delta) - chronic 5 8 
Hepatitis C 31 48 
Hepatitis C - Perinatal Infection 1 2 
Influenza-Associated Hospitalization 18 28 
Legionnaires’ Disease 1 2 
Lyme Disease 3 5 
Meningitis - aseptic/viral 4 6 
Pertussis 1 2 
Salmonellosis 11 17 
Streptococcal Disease - Group A, invasive 1 2 
Streptococcus pneumoniae, invasive antibiotic resistance 2 3 
Syphilis 3 5 
Varicella 4 6 
Yersiniosis 1 6 
Grand Total 7,560 11,636 

Class C Reportable Diseases (Outbreaks) 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 22 
Influenza 2 
Norovirus 2 
Strep Throat 1 
Grand Total 27 
1Case counts include confirmed, probable and suspected disease classifications 
2Case counts do not include cases occurring among those incarcerated 
3Case rates per 100,000 people 
4COVID-19 cases only include confirmed and probable disease classifications 

Diseases Reported in 2022 
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Notes: 
Case counts include confirmed, probable, and suspect disease classifications 
Case counts for COVID-19 include confirmed and probable disease classifications 
Sexually transmitted infections include chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis 
Enteric illnesses include campylobacteriosis, cryptosporidiosis, E. coli, giardia, salmonella, and yersiniosis 
Vaccine preventable illnesses include Haemophilus influenzae, Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, influenza-associated hospitalizations, 
measles, pertussis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and varicella  
Bloodborne pathogens include Hepatitis C and perinatal Hepatitis C 
Vectorborne illnesses include Lyme disease 
Other illnesses include coccidioidomycosis, CP-CRE, Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, Legionnaires' disease, viral meningitis, Mpox, and 
streptococcal disease 

Types of Diseases Reported 

Vaccine 
Preventable 

Illnesses 
35 cases 

Bloodborne 
Pathogens 

32 cases 

COVID-19 
7,324 cases 

Other Illnesses 
13 cases 

Vectorborne 
Illnesses 
3 cases 

Sexually 
Transmitted 

Infections 
121 cases 

Enteric 
Illnesses 
32 cases 

7,560 
Reported Cases in 

2022 
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This illness is caused by the species of the Coronaviridae virus family- SARS-CoV-2. First discovered in Wuhan, 
China in 2019, this virus quickly transmitted worldwide causing the COVID-19 pandemic.  People often develop 
symptoms 1-14 days after exposure.  Prevention includes avoiding those ill with COVID-19, social distancing, 
wearing a cloth facemask that covers the mouth and nose, handwashing, and disinfecting frequently touched 
surfaces. Vaccination reduces likelihood of serious illness.  

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

55.2% 44.8% 

7,324 
Reported cases  

of COVID-19 

3% 
Increase 

from 2021 

Did you know? 
Everyone 6 months of 

age & older is eligible for 
a COVID vaccine 

Case Demographics 
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COVID-19 Cases in Union County, 2018-2022
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Age Distribution of COVID-19 Cases in Union County, 2022 

1 week 
Minimum Age 

101 years 
Maximum Age 35 years 

Median Age 
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Average Age 
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This sexually transmitted infection is caused by the bacteria Chlamydia trachomatis. People often develop 
symptoms 7-21 days after exposure.  Prevention includes abstinence, appropriate condom use, and 
identification and treatment of sexual contacts of those infected with Chlamydia. 

 

  

Chlamydia 

69.4% 30.6% 

98 
Reported cases  
of Chlamydia 

23% 
Decrease 

from 2021 

Did you know? 
Untreated chlamydia 
can cause infertility      

in women 

Case Demographics 
 

 

5

12

7

9
10

5

9
8

9
10

13

1

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

N
um

be
r o

f C
as

es

Chlamydia Cases by Month in Union County, 2022

Age Distribution of Chlamydia Cases in Union County, 2022 
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This bloodborne infection is caused by the Hepatitis C virus.  Transmission mainly occurs through injection drug  
use; however, it may also occur sexually, through inadequately cleaned medical devices, exposure to blood in 
the workplace, or through birth. Individuals often become ill 2 weeks to 6 months after exposure.  Currently no 
vaccine is available for this infection. 

 

  

Hepatitis C (including perinatal) 
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Did you know? 
All adults, pregnant 

women, & people with 
risk factors should get 
tested for Hepatitis C 

Case Demographics 
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This infection is caused by the sexually transmitted bacteria Neisseria gonorrhoeae. People often develop 
symptoms 3-8 days after exposure.  The best prevention for this infection includes abstinence, appropriate 
condom use, and identification and treatment of sexual contacts of those infected with gonorrhea. 

  

Gonorrhea 

55.0% 45.0% 

20 
Reported cases  
of Gonorrhea 

29% 
Decrease 

from 2021 

Case Demographics 
 

 

Did you know? 
Untreated gonorrhea 
can cause infertility in 
both men and women 
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Gonorrhea Cases in Union County, 2018-2022
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Influenza (flu) is caused by person-to-person spread of the Influenza A or B virus. Only individuals who are 
hospitalized due to influenza illness are shown below. Individuals become ill 1-4 days after exposure. Prevention 
includes annual vaccination, social distancing, and proper cough and sneeze etiquette.   

Influenza-Associated Hospitalization 
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Prepared by the Union County Health Department’s epidemiologist. 

All data was queried from the Ohio Disease Reporting System’s 

Data Extract on February 2, 2023 

 

Contact Information 

Mary E. Salimbene Merriman, MPH 

Epidemiologist 

Union County Health Department 

940 London Avenue, Suite 1100 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 

937-642-2053 

mary.merriman@uchd.net 

 


