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Funds Brought to Union County

For over a decade, the Injury Prevention Program at the
Union County Health Department has been devoted to
improving the safety of the Union County community. This
work is driven by the Safe Communities/Safe Kids
Coalition, a collaborative of Union County partners
working to reduce injuries among county residents.
During 2012, the Injury Prevention Program and Safe
Communities/Safe Kids Coalition focused its efforts on
motor vehicle safety, sports safety, and pedestrian safety.

Project

Source

Amount

Sports Safety

Ohio Dept of Health

$42,000

Statewide Child
Injury Coalition

Ohio Dept of Health

$20,000

Safe Communities Ohio Dept of Public Safety

$25,000

Pedestrian Safety

Ohio Dept of Transportation

$30,000

Pedestrian Safety

Safe Kids USA

$500
Total Funds $117,500

Trick or Treat
Safe Communities/Safe
Kids members rode along
with Marysville Division of
Police officers during trick
or treat patrols and passed
out glow in the dark
necklaces for pedestrian
safety.

Chalk the
block
Artists of all
ages chalked
the block
around the
Union County
courthouse
with bicycle
safety
messages.
The event was
part of Uptown
Friday Night in
Marysville.

A Year in
Pictures

Are you buckled up?
Safe Communities/Safe Kids
and law enforcement teamed
up to remind drivers that they
always need to “Click It” or
they will get a “Ticket.” Union
County’s seatbelt usage rate
is 76%.

Designate a driver
An event was held to kickoff the
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”
campaign. During this two week
period, Union County law
enforcement are on the lookout for
drunk drivers.

Signs are everywhere
Banners reminding drivers to be safe
on the road were posted across
Union County with the help of law
enforcement.

Sports Injury Prevention
In 2009, the Injury Prevention Program identified youth sports-related injuries as an emerging issue in Union County.
Through a grant from the Ohio Department of Health, the program began working to address these issues in 2010. This
component of the Injury Prevention Program partners with recreational organizations, youth leagues, and the school
districts to improve the safety of young athletes.

Athletic Facility Improvement Projects
In 2012, the Injury Prevention Program at the Union County Health
Department (UCHD) once again partnered with local recreational
organizations, youth leagues, and schools to improve the safety of
young athletes through the Athletic Facility Improvement Projects.

The basketball court was resurfaced and a
new hoop was installed at the Central Ohio
Youth Center.

In 2012, UCHD awarded $4200 in grant funds to the Central Ohio Youth
Center, North Union Little League, and St. Paul Lutheran School. These
grant funds were used to make basketball court, baseball field, and
gymnasium improvements.
Mats were installed along the stage in the gymnasium at St. Paul
Lutheran School. Mats were also purchased to be used during physical
education classes and activities.

CPR for Coaches Trainings
Two training workshops on CPR for Coaches were
held in coordination with the American Red Cross.
Union County coaches attended the three hour
workshops to become certified in CPR/AED. The
Ohio Department of Education requires that all
middle and high school coaches maintain CPR/AED
certification.
In 2012, Ohio passed legislation that requires
additional training for all youth coaches. The Return
to Play law is intended to protect the brains of young
athletes by promoting the recognition and proper
response to concussions when they first occur in order to prevent
further injury or even death. In addition to new training requirements for
coaches and referees, the law requires any young athlete participating
in school or organized recreational sports to be removed from practice
or play if they are suspected of sustaining a concussion. The athlete is
then prohibited from returning to practice or play until they have written
clearance from an authorized health care provider.

A perimeter
fence and
gate was
installed at
the North
Union Little
League
baseball
field.

Dehydration in Young Athletes:
Prevention and Response
An educational campaign on hydration and
the dangers of heat illness was conducted for
Union County coaches. Coaches received
clipboards printed with tips about preventing
dehydration among athletes and information
for parents and athletes.

For more information or to become involved, please contact UCHD at:
Elizabeth Fries
Sports Injury Prevention
937-642-2053
elizabeth.fries@uchd.net

Shawnna Jordan
Safe Communities/Safe Kids
937-642-2053
shawnna.jordan@uchd.net

