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Funds Brought to Union County

For over a decade, the Injury Prevention Program at the
Union County Health Department has worked to prevent
injuries and improve the safety of the Union County
community. In this time, the health department has
developed many programs and initiatives aimed at
reducing injuries among all ages and through a variety
of settings. During 2010, the Injury Prevention Program
continued to expand its reach and experienced many
successes through strong partnerships and collaboration
within Union County.

Project

Source

Amount

Sports Safety

Ohio Dept of Health

$45,000

Statewide Child
Injury Coalition

Ohio Dept of Health

$25,000

Safe Communities Ohio Dept of Public Safety

$23,400

Pedestrian Safety

Safe Kids USA

$11,000

Car Seat Safety

Union County Sheriff’s Office

$150

Total Funds $104,550

Safe Communities
Since 1998, the Union County Health Department has been involved
with the Safe Communities program of the Ohio Department of Public
Safety. Through this program, UCHD chairs the Safe Communities/
Safe Kids Coalition, a collaborative of Union County partners working
to promote motor vehicle and traffic safety. The Safe Communities/
Safe Kids Coalition annually sponsors the “Click It or Ticket” seatbelt
campaign and the “Over the Limit, Under Arrest” impaired driving
campaign along with a variety of other initiatives.

Fairbanks High School partnered with
Safe Communities/Safe Kids for the
“Click It or Ticket” campaign to remind
drivers to wear their seatbelts.

Mindy Stice, UCHD, samples a drink
prepared by the Union County Sheriff’s
Office at the Safe Communities/Safe Kids
sponsored sixth annual “Mocktail” event.
The event is held to encourage drivers to
make responsible decisions before they
get behind the wheel. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office took home first prize
for their “Virgin Mai Tai” recipe.

The current seatbelt usage rate for
Union County is 80.3% which is lower
than the state average of 83.8%. Safe
Communities/Safe Kids is still working
hard to improve our local rate and we
need your help. Buckle up!
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Car Seat Safety by the Numbers

Safe Kids
Along with Safe Communities, the Injury
Prevention Program has also been involved
with the Safe Kids program for many years.
Safe Kids is a nationwide network of
organizations aimed at preventing unintentional
injuries among children ages 1 to 14. Through
this network in 2010, the Union County Health
Department participated in car seat safety and
pedestrian safety initiatives.

During the fall of 2010,
Safe Communities/Safe
Kids wrapped up a three
year environmental
improvement project that
began in 2008. During the
course of the project, grant
funds were used to build
and repair sidewalks and
install speed signs near
Marysville Elementary
Schools. The project which
resulted in over $27,000
worth of repairs, was a
collaboration between the
Union County Health Department, City of Marysville,
Marysville Division of Police, and the Marysville School
District. Pictured above from left: Hollie Moots, Mayor
Chris Schmenk, Asst Chief Glenn Nicol, Chief Floyd
Golden, Jason Orcena, and Greg Casto.

Safe Communities/Safe Kids
partnered with the Union
County Chamber of Commerce
to help host the Light Parade
as part of the second annual
All Ohio Bike Fest.

Sports Injury Prevention
In 2009, the Injury Prevention Program identified youth sports-related injuries as an emerging issue in Union County.
Through a grant from the Ohio Department of Health, the program began working to address these issues in 2010. This
new component of UCHD is partnering with recreational organizations, youth leagues, and the school districts to improve
the safety of young athletes.

Athletic Facility Improvement Projects
During 2010, the Injury Prevention Program awarded a total
of $4500 in grant funds to four Union County organizations.
These funds were used to make physical improvements to
local athletic facilities in order to reduce the risk of injury to
young athletes. The organizations put the money to great use
and were able to leverage an additional $7500 in generous
contributions of time, materials and equipment, thus making
their grant awards go much further. The project resulted in
great partnerships and will be repeated in 2011. Take a look
at the hard work that went on throughout Union County to
make our children safer!

Heart of Ohio Girls
Softball Association
The Heart of Ohio Girls
Softball Association used
funds to purchase safety
bases for the diamonds at
Eljer and Millcreek Parks in
Marysville. Heart of Ohio
currently has 10 softball
teams serving Union County
youth ages 10 to 18 years.

Union County

North Union Local School District

The North Union Local School District was
provided grant funds to repair and improve a
community basketball court in Richwood. This
grant along with other funds allowed the
school district to repair broken fence and
concrete, repaint the courts, repair
backboards, and install new breakaway hoops.
These improvements have resulted in a safe,
updated place for youth to play in the
Richwood community.

Union County Family YMCA
The Union County Family YMCA
used the athletic facility improvement
funds to purchase pads and safety
equipment to be used for youth
volleyball leagues and camps.

Fairbanks Summer Ball Association
The Fairbanks Summer Ball Association received funds to
improve three baseball/softball fields in Milford Center. With
these funds and generous donations, the FSBA was able to
repair and construct new fencing, level and reseed the
outfields, and resurface the infield areas. Through these
improvements, youth involved with over 29 baseball, softball,
and t-ball teams in the FSBA will now have safer fields on
which to practice and compete.

For more information or to become involved, please contact the Union Co. Health Dept. at:
Elizabeth Fries
Sports Injury Prevention
937-642-2053
elizabeth.fries@health.co.union.oh.us

Shawnna Jordan
Safe Communities/Safe Kids
937-642-2053
shawnna.jordan@health.co.union.oh.us

